Supreme Court takes charge of 2G probe
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Taking a serious view of irregularities and lapses in the National Telecom Policy over the past decade, the Supreme Court took charge of the 2G spectrum scam probe being conducted by the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) and widened its scope. It asked the CBI to register an FIR and investigate the grant of licences from 2001 to 2006-07, with particular emphasis on the loss caused to the public exchequer and corresponding gain made by the licensees and service providers. The court asked the Income Tax authorities to analyse the transcripts made from the Niira Radia phone taps they conducted and hand these over to the CBI "to facilitate further investigation into the FIR already registered or which may be registered hereinafter." A Bench of Justices G.S. Singhvi and A.K. Ganguly passed this order on a special leave petition filed by the Home challenge on 3G handsets
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Made in India' mobile telecom brands are expected to give a tough fight to global handset makers with the rollout of third-generation (3G) services in the country. Global handset makers such as Nokia, Samsung, LG and Motorola will have to face 50-odd Indian brands, ready with cheaper 3G-compatible models. According to industry sources, most of the Indian brands like Karbonn, Micromax, Maxx Mobile, Intex, Spice Mobiles and Lava, which entered the market with low-cost dual and triple SIM card phones, have started offering 3G-enabled phones with a starting price of about Rs 4,000. India accounts for approximately 10 per cent of worldwide handset sales. The entry and growth of Indian domestic players had affected the market share of global giants. The intense competition in this market has prompted Finnish and Korean majors such as Nokia and Samsung to rethink their pricing strategy for India. Nokia, Samsung and LG have already launched 3G-enabled handsets in India, starting as low as Rs 5,000.e Centre for Public Interest Litigation.
